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Teacher education and training play a pivotal role in shaping the quality of
education in any country. Recognizing the crucial role that teachers and
teacher educators play in fostering effective learning environments, India,
since its independence in 1947, has acknowledged the need for well-
prepared and competent educators to drive educational reforms and
advancements. Consequently, the formulation and implementation of
policies regarding teacher education have remained a significant aspect of
educational development in the country.

Despite the undeniable significance of teacher education, concrete and
sustainable measures have often been elusive in the Indian educational
landscape. However, it is equally important to acknowledge that teacher
education in India has undergone significant changes and developments,
reflecting the ongoing commitment to improving the quality of education.

In doing so, this article aspires to contribute to the broader discourse on
teacher education, providing insights into the policies that have shaped
India's educational landscape and offering valuable lessons for
policymakers, educators, and researchers invested in improving education
in the country.

Introduction



The 'Mudaliar Commission report on secondary education in India serves as
a pivotal starting point for tracing the evolution of Teacher Education and
Training in the country. Notable recommendations made by the commission
included a clear delineation of two types of teacher-training institutions:

For School Leaving Certificate or Higher Secondary School Leaving
Certificate holders: The commission suggested a two-year training program.

For graduates: The commission recommended an initial one-year training
program, which could be extended to two academic years as a long-term
initiative.

Furthermore, the commission emphasized the importance of qualifications
for pursuing a Master's Degree in Education. It recommended that only
trained graduates with at least three years of teaching experience be
eligible for admission.

However, it's worth noting that the recommendations of this committee
regarding teacher education did not receive significant attention or
implementation in the National Education Policy of 1968. This was  because
the Mudaliar Commission was primarily tasked with examining the state of
secondary education, and its contributions to teacher education and
training were somewhat limited.
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Following a significant hiatus of nearly a decade after the Mudaliar
Commission Report, the National Education Commission (1964-1966)
was established by the Government of India during Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi's tenure. This commission, led by D.S. Kothari, the then
chairman of UGC, with J.P. Naik as its secretary, undertook a
comprehensive examination of India's education sector.

The report delivered pivotal recommendations to address the issue of
Isolation in Teacher Training. It asserted that "teacher education must
be seamlessly integrated into the academic fabric of universities and
aligned with school dynamics and educational advancements."
Furthermore, it advocated for elevating all training institutions to
collegiate standards, with the ultimate goal of bringing all teacher
education programs under the purview of universities.

Additionally, the commission advocated for Expanding Training
Facilities, emphasizing that every primary or secondary school teacher
should either possess prior training upon appointment or receive such
training within three years of assuming their role.
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One of the most important aspects of teacher education is In-Service
Education of School Teachers. The report said that - “The target
should be that every teacher receives at least two or three months in-
service education in every five years of his service.” The report also
gave recommendations on improving professional education &
expansion of training facilities. 

The Kothari Commission report, in terms of its recommendations, was
a great advancement, both in details it captured and the vision it had. It
laid the foundation stone for every policy which came afterwards.



Based on the recommendations of the Kothari Commission report, the
National Education Policy 1968 was the first education policy that
came during Indra Gandhi’s regime. 

Apart from the recommendations of the Kothari Commission Report, it
also said that - “the academic freedom of teachers to pursue and
publish independent studies and researches and to speak and write
about significant national and international issues should be
protected” and “teacher education, particularly in-service education,
should receive due emphasis”

J.P. Naik, then secretary of ‘The Education Commission, 1964-66, in
his book The Education Commission and After, 1982 talked at length
about implementation and evaluation of NEP 1968. He says that
“general education and professional preparation of teachers” attracted
very limited attention. 
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Between NEP 1968 and 1986, the Chattopadhyaya Committee (1983-85)
introduced the “Teachers’ Centers” concept as hubs for educators to
convene, share their teaching experiences, and enhance their learning.
These “Teacher Centers” could also be used as meeting places where
teachers could be pooled to share their learning and teaching experiences,
said the Chattopadhyaya Committee (NCF, 2005).

On these recommendations, the NEP 1986 said that - “District Institutes of
Education and Training (DIET) will be established with the capability to
organize pre-service and in-service courses for elementary school teachers
and for the personnel working in non-formal and adult education. As DIETs
get established, sub-standard institutions will be phased out. Selected
Secondary Teacher Training Colleges will be upgraded to complement the
work of State Councils of Educational Research and Training”

Following NEP 1986, there has been a sincere effort to develop institutions
like DIETs, IASEs and CTEs for providing in-service education to primary and
secondary school teachers. 

There are more than 500 DIETs, 87 CTEs, 38 IASEs and 30 SCERTs. The
strategies used by these centers for renewal of the pedagogic practices have
shown improvements but it is yet to make a noticeable impact on teacher
practice (NCF, 2005). While the DIETs have helped in expansion of
institutional capacity for in-service teacher training, its efficiency and
effectiveness still needs a boost.
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Centrally sponsored scheme of Teacher education
Efforts to provide training for preschool education
Strengthening of SCERTs
Creation of NCTE
Establishment and strengthening of Departments of Education in
the Universities

When the VP Singh led Janta Dal along with National Front came into
power in 1990 after defeating congress, it formed a review committee
headed by educationist Achrya Rama Murti in 1990 to evaluate the
progress of NEP 1986. 

When Congress came into power once again, PV Narashimha Rao
became the Prime Minister, the recommendations of the Achrya Rama
Murti review committee came in 1992 as ‘Programme of Action’ (POA,
1992) 

The POA 1992 focused on the following points to improve teacher
education and training in India :

Following the POA 1992, a bill named as “National Council for Teacher
Education Act, 1993” to give statutory status to NCTE, was moved
into parliament and it was passed on the 17th August, 1995.
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Today, NCTE, with its objective of achieving a
planned and coordinated development of the
teacher education system has covered a variety of
“teacher education programmes including research
and training of persons for equipping them to teach
at pre-primary, primary, secondary and senior
secondary stages in schools, and non-formal
education, part-time education, adult education and
distance (correspondence) education courses”.
(Gunjan Sharma, Economic & Political weekly, 2019)



Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2000-01 came as an “intervention
programme” for the universalization of primary education in India. 
It made some very good interventions in a time bound period to
improve the quality of teacher training for primary schools. 

It said that - “Teacher training is provided to improve pedagogical
practices and upgrade knowledge and skill” and “Head teacher training
is to instil skills to manage school functions and protect child rights” and
finally the “Resource person training is to orient child pedagogy and
active classroom processes, education administration.”

It made interventions to strengthen the BRC & CRC and said -
“BRC/CRC must be strengthened and provide academic support
through training and to required resources” and “functional linkages of
BRC/CRC to be strengthened with DIETs.”

Pooja Parvati and Praveen Jha in “Assessing Progress on Universal
Elementary Education in India” (EPW, 2014) says that SSA made
“provision of 20 days in-service course for all teachers each year, 60
days refresher course for untrained teachers already employed as
teachers, and 30 days orientation for freshly trained recruits @ ₹70/-
per day” was made by the SSA but could not be sustained for long due
to inadequate funds and lengthy paper works to avail it. 
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The much awaited NEP 2020, which got approved by the union
cabinet on - 29 July 2020, became a matter of debate across the
nation and it still continues to be, for several of its farsighted approach
to revolutionise education in India. It has in its bag, many policies to
reshape the teacher education in India. Let’s have a look at the
promises it makes..

Teacher Education as a multidisciplinary programme

To make teacher education a multidisciplinary programme, it says that
- “by 2030, only educationally sound, multidisciplinary, and integrated
teacher education programs shall be in force.” 

The 4-year Integrated B.Ed. programe

“By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-
year integrated B.Ed. degree that teaches a range of knowledge
content and pedagogy and includes strong practicum training in the
form of student-teaching at local schools.”
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What will happen to the 2-year B.Ed. programmes?

The policy says that - “the 2-year B.Ed. programmes will also
be offered, by the same multidisciplinary institutions offering
the 4-year integrated B.Ed., and will be intended only for
those who have already obtained Bachelor’s Degrees in other
specialized subjects.”

What’s there after B.Ed.?

“Shorter post-B.Ed. certification courses will also be made
widely available, at multidisciplinary colleges and universities,
to teachers who may wish to move into more specialized
areas of teaching.”

Maintaining uniform standards for teacher education

“In order to maintain uniform standards for teacher education,
the admission to pre-service teacher preparation programmes
shall be through suitable subject and aptitude tests conducted
by the National Testing Agency, and shall be standardized
keeping in view the linguistic and cultural diversity of the
country.”



Finally a policy which directs teachers to fall in line with
constitutional provisions 

“All B.Ed. programmes will also emphasize the practice of the
Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) of the Indian Constitution along
with other Constitutional provisions while teaching any subject or
performing any activity.”

National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education, NCFTE 2021

“By 2021, a new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework
for Teacher Education, NCFTE 2021, will be formulated by the NCTE
in consultation with NCERT, based on the principles of this National
Education Policy 2020.”

A promise to restore the lost integrity of teacher education.

“Finally, in order to fully restore the integrity of the teacher education
system, stringent action will be taken against substandard stand-alone
Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs) running in the country, including
shutting them down, if required.”



When we reflect on the journey from the Mudaliar Commission Report of
1952-1953 to the NEP 2020, it becomes evident that significant strides
have been made in both recommendations and their subsequent
implementation over the past seven decades. The establishment of
SCERTs, DIETs, and NCTEs reflects a commitment to advancing teacher
education. Efforts to standardize Teacher Education Programs (TEPs) and
instill a professional ethos among educators and teacher trainers have
been noteworthy.

As articulated in NCF 2005, teacher education must continually adapt to
the evolving needs of the school system. The key now lies in earnestly
implementing the new policy framework that has emerged. With this
commitment, we can further bridge the gap between policy intent and
on-the-ground impact, ensuring that our education system continues to
evolve in response to the changing demands of our society. 

Conclusion
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